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Dear Children,

Poonchittu is a monthly newsletter designed specifically for 'young children like You.
Intended mainly ~ to make your dreams come true and quench your thirst, it is filled
with dll recreational features. You can display your skills, widen your knowledge and
taste the flavour of our mother tongue Tamil through this monthly magazine .

Many children have enthusiastically contributed essays, poems, articles, riddles, paintings
etc, for this magazine. we are amazed and elated at  seeing the budding talents. Small
gifts have been sent to dll children who have contributed to poonchittu. Little mastersl!
Do you feel like participating? If so you can do in our next forthcoming issues. Make use
of this opportunity and get the double gift of seeing your articles in the magazine as
well as getting giftsl

Poonchittu can be designed to suit your demands, needs and expectations only if you
constantly give us your comments and suggestions. Will you young masters do so?

With lots of love

Nila Aunty L/. c .\TJ :_)

Editor: Nirmala Raju Sub-Editor: Suganthi Venkatesh

Please_send in your comments and contributions to: *
Poonchittu, 4 Ellson Close, Crawley, RHI0 TUD, UK 01293 888 441, chittu@nilacharalcom (Or)

South London Tamil Welfare, 65 Clarendon Road, Collierswood, London, SW19 ZDX, UK
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Why | like dinosaurs

Ad:zsh Sundaresan age &

On my first visit to the Natural History Museum | walked in .
and saw a magpnificent creature standing in front of me. Of
course it wasn't dlive but when | first took a glance at it, it
seemed to interest me. There in

front of me was a giant skeleton

of an herbivorous dinosaur called

Diplodocus. It had a long neck

which was around 24 metres.

My next stop was at the

Veloceraptor pit. It had a life

like model of an lquanadon being

hunted by several Raptors. On

either side were large models of other dinosaurs. Lastly | came
upon the great Tyrannosaurus rex.

| like dinosaurs because it fascinates me that millions of years
ago these big creatures lived on our planet Earth and that
they would still be dlive if it hadn’t been for the disastrous
comet.




The Lord of the Rings

- Shivarthn Maniam (age 12)

The Lord Of The Rings, directed by Peter Jackson is a great fantasy
movie. It has a very complicated storyline, and you need to watch the
trilogy in order to completely understand it. It has a lot of characters and
it is hard to distinguish the different characters. This film won 11 Oscars,
some being Best picture, Best music, Best direction and adapted screenplay
from the book etc. This masterpiece from JRR. Tolkien's book is a very
great movie filmed in New Zealand.

The different races seen in the movie are Elves,
Dwarves, Hobbits, Wizards, Humans and so forth,
also languages like Elvish, Dwarvish, English and
Black Speech. The story is set in Middle-Earth
way back in the past. Gondor a human kingdom
fights the evil Orcs of Mordor who serve the evil
Lord Sauron. There is the other kingdom of
Humans the Rohan who consistently fight the evil
obbits (Frodo Baggins and Samwise Gamgee) fulfill




the task of destroying the ring by throwing it into the volcanic mountain where
it was initially made. The evil forces guard this mountain. Gollum quides Frodo

and Sam. But Gollum's addiction to the ring grows more and more powerful. He

=

eventudlly wanted to destroy Sam and Frodo. Even though
he tries to kill Frodo and Sam, they survive. In the end
Gollum, also known as Smeagol, dies because he tries to take
the ring from Frodo near MtDoom where the ring was
supposed to be destroyed at first. Frodo and Sam push
Smeago/ into the molten lava, the ring also goes into the
fire with Gollum, and is destroyed.

Of the different races the elves live in different lands that
are different from each other, some live in Rivendell, while
others live in Mirkwood forest and many more places dll
around the forests. The Dwarves mostly live in the Mines
Of Moria. The Hobbits live mostly in the Shire; some live
elsewhere. The hobbits are very small people and they do
not concern themselves with the wars of others. The Ents
are a race of trees that can speak and walk because of
special water coming from a mystic river. The new places
and characters arouse the interest of the audience.

The battle scenes are very amazing and breathtaking to
watch because of the detail and the animation. The
animations look like real characters. The greatest animation
is the one of a main character called Gollum who agreed to
take Frodo DBaggins and Samwise Gamgee to Mordor to
destroy the ring. It is very interesting to watch the
emotions expressed by Gollum We forget that it is a
computer-generated character.

The ending of the movie is the well-known fact that “Good
triumphs over evil”. Greediness destroys the life of Gollum.
Of the trilogy | like the third movie the most.

Sl




UC4BHT(H UTC_6VTWD

@U}GW

B6VVTWEY 6(g. 6UT

| GuGev g eur

0PSOy, 6)sreir(h 6ur
a0 &FC g6 a6y
BV §S 6)FW
BGs eur eur

AUWF PSSO ST ST

' |. Wev Gerp Gual

- WS &g (k)

o arenerd Guaey meVEVAF

o160 WAA D_OTEOTAN

6TEITEUT N6V 2_6MGGS 6)GT6V60)6V
g QCs Qsvensv

Wi
o owbd @ern) 6)gm60GeuetT

DMV 66TGCH UVOFD

RO 6)swWB BEVOTD

6)gasirenr 6)or@wrd

6ETEN6Y ' 9)ooBG 6TTSG WPWAD

-GweS Cevgmy@srumsy

¥



P&V’ (PSS WD
- Heur

W6TE VTNV DS,

SN TETVO WO HE VELS STVD
IO $HEI L GEVEVTEUN?

6 Wy Corgor &FfC(pé6 6)oven’Cuw emssHer
RLGS b)srarg@rsmer. Coogaalsr GHoud
BUWnFEEIGbg)  Qeves et whg QG
UTTRISTSTET ASE BIGHSET. ATV SDSENT
JVESG SH6s oFF  F805806LTURICL g
BS54 F $sG& 6)aarm) UnissBevssT(hd 6T6T 1Y)
QUVTN DBHSSH. PaTT JOON
S (hevaisGern!

G0N YOO UriSETeT Cragon. JOOTEVS STETEIUENEY. ST
JCBH wrsmng PE00S FHWIPO VriE5UQGEW  6)0GVTS
wesdmer QLGS b)aramn® AHBSG 6)506)s6S 6)FsvsvevaaTaen.
b6 6)50IVGHG) QIO VG HTId 6)s6TLY UTFES s
a@@g@ Spmsmws sCHOVH'SS PQUTWE) @FsSmear alaTens

BFsa60. F0)M) SMI5SVBES QG YMETeIsT Hemwe) rws
O6V6D)67T (15’636);(0 ass)mgggg

GRSTIET FEEMNTE 6)FVSSOTTET. GG0 WsT B&eYd
QP&THYD  b)UPWSTEND  DBHSS. UFmEU  UB&6)svesT
(6V6)6UET  G6YT, 6UETITETIT 6U6TITETIT WEVA &6, LTS F6ITer ) UMEnsUSaT
6T ST WG 6)FraTener 6)GTTTCG). b APMS §P 556
6)anenGL  ymsraleyarT 6)UGSTIO UGS aar. mSTaler
G WPV  IVGSGS mETwWrC () WSTETHNSO
UrAES)D Bseyd > measwaeraer Cgrgor. evemerO Guaey Uy
67 6 6ar S ar MG e emerwa g s
g? 6)SET GGG, eUEnDd Ui EBera
Y- Ceisg 6)asaeorcamar. werd  Gumer
Cursdel FM&GOISSHL FeETUWIT(Q6aTTE.
oarepsalsl mary 6)sreamGr g FTSFD
6)F0GTET. HYDOTSTET HHP @DevenGuw!
Coogw GuaarGs 6)gswealsemev.
SaTemerser )T GIrl S0
onGmarsencear 0B S GOU
ST O GGTA. g E89.UP60 evv6)eVresT )

K



b)arC ey myws 6)sanf$588 STy
6)arenrgthbems0 Uniss Cramrassl
v® (%89 SLHSGE 6)ssev  gaT)
wesBemen 1SS YTV  AHUEES
T5685 s  6)sbeg  eTeTH
6)swelseme. 2.56s5505%  MSFSEmET
BFssn6r. Y pemh)smamnGL 6)FeaTn)
QETT6Y  UTUIEY  UTEIEUENEY.  SB)ETUUNS
Bobs8). mesdeaer 5msSl (1 pdans
6TV O HSTET. HYDOTOSETT 56166
VHSHD SNPsn)S VHSY).

SIVET  Ymss  sar® AP WSS
)FeTY YWPST SsaT pvelsr 2.86094G hbseT. uemen af el
o)sremr(h) FPHvsTE MGV e’ss Sjbar Ggaael b  ever
fCger wsPamws CaCcaar. yeraer Ggaeom
@svP  6)sPwWawsh) LeVMG VMG P PSGmen.
WSO JPb) b)STATC SPST AT eveT
FCH  6)srmsvCusd  eTevrememrs  Gaman.
oCwa, Crrmrass &e)d 6)s5°wealsvensGuwll
Cramaeysel vwors @G6sS. 6)uP508 Y
ATOPESTEN. YPST  HEST6OYSG  6TET6T
6)506v6)56T) 6)S0°WalsvEne. eeners S Gw
CHIC(HO Guasayd weTtdsvsnen. Corrd 6)a6tTY
6)aneng;hss). Gvers @uCC Ar0IE555).
SWPST E5T Crroreney STeUe) 1SS 6V
6)as1p) 9 (h P (Pg6) 6)FG) TWPHSTET.

Seraey  JysmGen  Cgagaelar oor s Cogd  6)amerr(h
vsLLwns G ey, Goagm  JYH)sTaTEL  ué  b)seTy
SJOVTDVS  HLgS  C)STBILAET.  JYUMET  YTTUTS )TN S5)S
6)STEVTC HDOT PST 5576y G611 6)5r6060608C(hG Hard I ren.

JPMmSHW B mSSw Crrgor owreScw CalC g Gsarel erTeirer
s won?

“ Yowr, 00 FC(h 0oBUAGT BOUA 6TETRTOWA?"

6)5606V8  GYHEMSSBeT, msT WPSHVPUD 6)STVCUS  6TETTEBYD
o MEMEGS  6)slwwa?  )sPwrelcas)  ooreScw  CsC(
BDOCurGs 6)50°58) 6)sraTErmGeT.



ysa Uss0

$OPsL 6)ory 6)uwisg) &gOymSseT

Across Down

1. Hair 1. Elbow
2. Hands 4. Legs

3. Back 5. Neck
7. Eye 6. tooth
8. Finger 9. Lip

10. Head 11. Mouth

12. Shoulder 12. Skin
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Differences of Views
By: Priya Panchatcharam

As cultural changes are occurring in almost all families that move abroad, so are
changes in professions. With new learning atmospheres and -cultivation of
imagination and creativity abroad, many Asian children are interested in new and
uncommon professions. What was once thought of as useless and unfruitful by most
Indian parents, are now genuinely considered by their children. The famous quote,
“When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long and so regretfully
upon the closed door that we do not see the one which has opened for us." by
Alexander Graham Bell, elaborately parallels this situation. While parents hope for
only the best for their children, they often unwittingly hurt them by crushing their
dreams.

Asian parents don't necessarily "force" their children into careers of their liking, not
blatantly anyhow. They coax their children and put the idea of a particular career
from the beginning - Doctors, Engineers or Lawyers are the most popular choices. If
you couldn't take the academic strain, business seemed the choice for you. Asian
parents' biases stem from the level of respect professional degree holders get from
society. Every Asian parent wants their kid to have a name for themselves and be well
recognized. In trying to groom their child for a certain career, they sometimes
overlook the natural talent within the child.

They forget that respect is not only awarded to Doctors or Engineers, but a
talented musician can have just as much respect as the others. They might
overlook their child’s desires and dreams in the name of practicality. Who knows
what kind of possibilities that same child might unravel given the chance to make
a free choicewith no quilt attached or no fear of disappointing one’s parents. A
pool of entire undiscovered talents lays in that of Asian children. In trying to
benefit society by providing Doctors and Engineers, Asian parents deprive it

unknowingly of a treasure trove of talents.

- Sheel Patel

Since Asian parents have worked so hard to travel abroad, their reservations towards
their children's new career choices are understandable. In an altogether new society
with unfamiliar morals and cultural traditions, parents can't help, but being worried
about their children's futures.



| think that Indian parents are not forcing you to choose a career but they are
being good, loving and motivating parents. All 'I'hey want is you to be the best
because they actually know how good you are in terms of academics.

- Joel Mathew

More and more Asian teens regard their parents as controlling and not
understanding of their aspirations and goals, and feel that they must take their future
into their own hands. They feel that though their parents mean well, they do not
understand their ambitions, and that they won't be hindered by their parents'
opinions against jobs that go against the norms of Asian society.

There's a difference between being cautious and controlling. Certain Asian
parents feel that if their children are successful in their career that it will
compensate for mistakes those parents made. Persona/ly, my parents are pretty
lenient about my plans for the future. However they do seem reluctant to the
fact that | want to do some involving art. For some reasons I'm expected to be a
computer engineer, doctor, or nurse. But their opinions won't stop my decisions.

- Natasha Bhamala

My dad doesn’t approve of my career choice-Marine biologist-because he thinks /
will die poor, friendless, and thoroughly miserable on the streets. | won't, and I'll
be emotionally happier than if | was a doctor or an engineer.

- Vinuta Naik

Though parents are becoming more open with new career choices, they are still quite
uncomfortable with the thought of their child becoming a journalist or a teacher.
They feel that they will not be as distinguished or respected in society. But with new
fields of study and advancement in almost every aspect of life, more and more
uncommon jobs are now esteemed, and Indian parents have come to realize that the
fulfillment of their children's goals are far more important than their own prejudices.
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Special collection for kids
cartoons, favourite movies
educational CDs, games etc.
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Memories of a Winter's Nighf

(From the mind of a lake)
By Kavya ?ajagopa/cm, Age 15

The night was so freezing,

The wind so cold,

As | lay silently | was so solid,
To watch the night unfold. No ripples to see,
As the breeze blew gently,
A sudden gust Crea'l'ing whispers in the trees.
Of that chilling breeze,
Caused my top layer, What are the secrets,
To suddenly freeze. Of the trees all around?
Whispering so slightly,
Why am | a victim Hardly making a sound.
Of this season, so cold,
When dll of its secrets, The night slowly fading,
I'm never told? To a brand new day.
Yet | still cannot make
The plants all around, That chill go away.
Dancing ever so slightly,
While my icy cover, That night was so freezing,
To the banks clung tightly. The wind so cold,
As | lay glistening,
The moon, with a cloud, To watch the night unfold.

Hid her face, like a bride.
While my cover, so freezing
Spread its chill to my insides.



SWINGING
By Keerti Rajagopalan
Age 8

Flying gliding, soaring high,
Soaring smoothly, touch the sky,
Big, fat knot
Like a cot.

Swirling round,
Don’t touch the ground,
Hold on tight.
Take a flight.

47
THE BATTLE

Krishnakant Swaminathan, age 10

The great horn blows as people march into battle,
Full grown men are scared their bones rattle.

All kinds of races are battling for freedom,

As humans dominate the animal kingdom.

The great Tusker, the mythical beast with twelve tusks,
Is battling alongside the animals to protect its ivory.

The humans are fighting for the right to rule,

But animals shouldnt be worked, so they are the fools.
The great whadles, they attack from the sea,

But who am |, a human ., is me.

But | fight dlongside the animals to protect their rights,
They battle and battle but no-one wins in the night.

A meteor hits the Earth dll life is gone,

On/y the mystical light of the moon shone.
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Y |like the four seasons
q ’ By Dimple Vijaykumar (age 10)

| like Spring because it's like seeing a colour palette around you.

You can hear birds singing and can smell sweet scents of

blossoming flowers. You can see green grass shooting up in the

meadows and the sheep and cows grazing away. All of a sudden it is snowing! At
least, so | think. | catch one flake in my hand

and see it is only a petal of cherry blossom! .* ’ %

Ohhhhh Spring! You tricked me!l And now |
know how Spring really springs up.

| like Summer because it's the holiday time to
go to the beach with my friends and family.
While my mum reads a magazine, my friends
and | make sandcastles near the shore. The
waves come and damage the sandcastle. What
a shame! We build another one away teasingly
just away from the water this time and it

looks like Duckingham Palacel We put a small

Union Jack flag on top to make it redl. It was

gorgeous. We take a picture of and
with it!

| like Autumn because it's when the
leaves on the trees start to change
into different colours like yellow,
orange, red and so on and then fall
off. When | walk on the pavement
on the way back to home after
school,




wading through the dry leaves, | hear the crunching of the leaves and it sounds
like musical notes. Very blisstul, indeed. Then | see little creatures like ants holding
food in their mouths and | wonder where they are headed to with dll that food.
Then | redlise that they are taking it to store for the future when Old Man

Winter is due to visit us next month!

| like Winter because my family and | can go skiing! When we are done with our
holiday and back to school. my friend Summer rings me and says it's a Snow day.
That's when | go into the glowing snow and play and make snowmen with my
friends including Summer and also snow angels! 1*'s cold and | rush back to my
warm and cozy house, cuddle up next to the fire put on fuzzy slippers and have
some relaxing hot chocolate with my mum and family. Then | see Shadow. Not
redlly a shadow. My real dog Shadow! He has taken one of my slippers and is
playing with it. | am about to take it from him but when | see he is having great
fun with it, | leave him to it.

So now you know why | like all the four seasons and how it brings hap/oiness all

day, every day to my life through the year.
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