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Dear Parents and Children, Nila Suganthi Priya Dimple
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e

The fifth issue of Poonchittu has bloomed out successtully. It has been
heart warming to know from your letters that Poonchittu has really
attracted dll of you.

At this juncture, as the funds provided by Unltd are over, the
successful outcome of further issues of Poonchittu lies entirely in our hands. If
the readers come forward to buy the further issues by paying a small
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amount, poonchittu can continue. Besides, we should dll try to share the work [&
s
3
&
3
3
3

involved in bringing out Poonchittu - like collecting contents, editing, designing,
distributing which will reduce the expenses and will also bring us together.
Shall we dll join hands and do so?

We are eager to hear your comments and suggestions. Even if
Poonchittu does’nt come as a printed issue, we will try to bring it out in the
web through www nilacharalcom

Hope to write to you soon again. With lots of Love,
Nila

Funded by

Send in your contributions and feedbacks to:

Poonchittu, 4 Elison Close, Crawley, UI"‘ILtd PhO044-(0)1293 888 447
RHI0 7UD. UK :31 i

E-mdil: chittu@nilacharal com %
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- Dinesh Murugathasan (Age 8)

Zeus was the King of the gods; Hera is the

queen of the Goddess.
- Aphrodite is the goddess of love.
Dionysus is the god of wine.
Poseidon is the god of the sea.
Athene is the goddess of wisdom; Athene helps people
doing tasks, like she helped Odysseus.

- Theseus killed the Mintotoar.

- Apollois the god of the sun and music.

Demeteris the goddess of plans.

- The Minatoar is the son of king Minos.

Every god or goddess is the god or goddess of
something.

Hercules did 12 tasks.

- The People in Greece Didn't use clocks they used a
Water timer.

In Sparta, only boys went to School.

& www.nilacharal.com
2 | A Bilingual webweekly for the entire family

Your search ends here

Current affairs  Literature  Life Style  Cinema  Humour

A good & soft feel of our sweet language “Tamil”
A non-commercial free platform to tap your talents
2500 articles on a wide range of themes

Articles that are of interest to all age groups

Its www.nilacharal.com
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Wt:mrg MothernTongue

! Dr.Vijayaraghavan

Itis a basic fact that human beings live in groups. Language
is a necessary instrument for inter-group and intra-group
communication. It is the strongest bond in any social group and
mark of group identity. Language is essential for the purpose of
socialization of human beings. Mother tongue is that language with
which one is emotionally identified and attached. It is the language
through which one expresses one's basic needs, ideas, thoughts,
joys, sorrows and other emotional feelings. Mother tongue is the
language, which, if one loses and adopts another language, one
may become intellectually alive but grow emotionally sterile.

Educationists, Linguistics and psychologists are of the
opinion that mother tongue is best suited as a medium of early
education as it aids concept formation and promotes creativity. But
in an alien country where the facility to learn one's own mother
tongue is not available, it is quite natural for the settlers to make
their wards learn local language(s). It is the case with many of the
Tamils who settle in a foreign country. However, it may not be very
difficult orimpossible task to provide an opportunity to their children
to learn their native language Tamil, at least in their homes.
Learning a language, especially one's own mother tongue is not a
burden. Carrying a load of sandalwood may be a burden to a
donkey. To a human being the aromatic factors of the language may
compensate the load factor. Itis, therefore, imperative on the part of
Tamil speaking parents to facilitate their children to learn their
language.

Now let us discuss a few merits and excellence of our
mother tongue in order to motivate the learning of our language.
According to Encyclopedia Britannica, Tamil perhaps is the only
example of an ancient classical tongue, which has survived as a
spoken language for more than 2,500 years with its basic structure
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almost unchanged. Among the many languages, Tamil is the
earliest to develop into a cultural language with literatures of its
own. Tamil literature falls into three great divisions iyal (poetry), icai
(music) and natakam (drama). Such a division is rarely found in any
other language of the world. Tolkappiyam (ancient book) is the
earliest grammatical work available in Tamil; it is considered to
belong to 3" century B.C. and is thus the
oldest not only in Tamil but also in all the
Dravidian languages. From this great work
we understand that it was preceded by
centuries of literatures and grammatical
treatises.

The earliest available literatures of
the Tamils belong to the Sangam period, which is roughly
estimated to be from 3" century B.C to 2™ century A.D. There is a
tradition that three literary academies of the Tamils flourished one
after the other in ancient Madurai, Kapatapuram and later Madurai.
The literatures available to day belong to the third academy or
Sangam, while the works of the earlier academies were lost in the
floods. Love and war form the themes of the ancient Sangam
classics; they reflect the ancient culture,
refined emotions and noble aspirations of =
the Tamils. Innumerable works are
produced in Tamil in the last 20 centuries. L_ o
Great works like the Tirukkural, 77t
Cilappathikaram and Kamba Ramayanam =
are well known all over the world.

Tamil is a classic as well as a living |
language. Many foreign scholars have
worked on and appreciated the wealth of Tamil language and
literature. Dr.Caldwell, Dr G.U.Pope, Rev. Beschi and many others
have made the Tamil language and its literature known to the world.
Therefore it is an obligation on the part of every Tamilian, wherever
he lives, to learn his mother tongue and thereby to preserve and
develop his culture and identity.
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Why | like playing the Violin!

By Dimple Vijaykumar ( Age 11)

I like playing the violin because it makes very blissful notes when
I play. If I follow all the notes on the book correctly, I know that the music is
very beautiful indeed. I'm sure that the people playing other string
instruments like viola, cello and double bass will all agree with me. I don't
think any kind of music would be very majestic unless played
with a string instrument.

I am going to join the orchestra in my secondary school
because I think it would be better if instruments were played ina
group rather than alone. I am also going to perform in a duet or
evena trio!

I like playing the violin because I know whenever,
whatever and however I play on it, every time it'll sound very
beautiful indeed!

Unlimited entertainment at your door steps

The vltimate place for

Indian movies in the UK
Rent VCDs and DVDs in 4 languages:
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Hindi

No Postage fee: return movies in
prepaid envelope

Keep the movies as long as you like
Simple Online Registration

Movies / Songs / Comedy collections
Short movies / Concerts
Games & Educational Cos

67 Stanley Road, Ilford, Email:
Essex IG1 1RJ, Enquiries@cinebazaar.com
United Kingdom. Website :
Tel: 020 8514 7931 0 ' Http://www.cinebazaar.com



- Priya (Age 10)

I am the planet that is known to support life in the universe.
T am here to tell you about what you don't see. What you cannot see

I have four layers. The crust, which you live on, is the first
layer. It is the thinnest layer of all. The rocky mantle is the second
layer. It is where the rock carbon turns into shimmering diamonds.
Third is the bubbly hot outer core. This layer is made out of Iron and
Nickel. The center, my heart is called the inner core.

The crust is like my face. It shows my emotions in the form of

. B3 5
volcanoes, earthquakes and Tsunamis.

oounelw 2 ey OfPeveur (5)

Let me explain.

Earthquakes : Oh yes, my frustrated mood. I am made out of
plates - great slabs of earth. Some times when the plates scrape at 006 qU_To0s éaswn (4)
each other, bits of rock get stuck between them. The two plates are
stuck together. It builds up pressure. This pressure is strong enough
to break the rocks, causing vibrations to spread around. The
Vibrations cause the earthquake.

Volcanoes : Volcanoes are my angry mood. When two plates
move together, some times one plate goes underneath the other. The
underneath plate melts in to magma. When there is enough magma the
volcano erupts. Also some times magma bursts out of weak spotsin my
crust. The magmaiis called lava when it comes out of the volcano.

Tsunamis: This is my sad mood. It is avery large ocean wave
caused by an underwater earthquake or volcanic eruption.. A Tsunami
is unnoticeable in deep waters. But as it comes closer to land the
tsunami slows down and gets higher. They are like wave trains coming
and hitting the coastal lines. My negative moods have a special way to
change the geography on my crust. My negative moods help keep the

balance.
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- Priyanka Nadar (Age 10)

Tuttle the turtle was very happy to play near Rippling
Brook. Her mother warned her to play close to their home. She
always wanted to be an explorer. For a while she was happy fo play
near the house with her best friend, Tia the tortoise. As she grew
older she became arebel.

One day," Tuttle where have you been? "said her mother.

"We crossed the brook".

"Tuttle, you know that is forbidden in this household after
your father was swept away by the current while crossing the
brook. He was never seen again. Go to your room now! I am not going
to serve supper to such aninsolent turtle"

Tuttle plodded down the hall in her room. Suddenly she had
anidea. She would run away!

She wrote a note to her mother stating "I HAVE RUN
AWAY". Then she sneaked out of the window and ran into the
night. Tuttle had travelled a long distance before she was very
tired. She found an abandoned rabbit burrow to spend the night in
and fell fast asleep. When turtle woke up, she found her self ina
cage. "Oh, no! T have been captured for the zool" she moaned. ‘T
should have listened to my mother.’

For the next few days all Tuttle did was eat, sleep, and
complain. She was very sad. Then some thing very extraordinary
happened. Tia was also brought to the zoo. Tia explained that the
700 workers had captured her while she was playing by the creek.

614}

Tiaand Tuttle decided that they had to escape.
But how?

Sitting in the cage, Tuttle and Tia noticed two things that
would help them escape. One was that most of the men were drunk.
Two was that men threw manure and foreign objects out of the
cages every night. That night, Tuttle and Tia devised their escape
plan. First they would hide by the manure pile and try to look like
mound of manure. Once they get out, run to Rippling brook.

The next night, Tuttle and Tia lay down and pretended to be
foreign objects. Soon enough, a drunken man came
to pick up the manure and foreign objects. :
Mistaking the two young turtles for
piles of waste, the man picked them
up and put them in his bag. When he
was done, he dumped the bag on to
some soft grass. After the men left, Tuttle and Tia ran as fast
as they could. It took them the whole night to get back to Rippling
brook. They reached Tuttle's house at dawn. Exhausted, they slept
under Tuttle's porch.

When Tuttle's mother went to get the newspaper, she found
Tuttle and Tia. She gave a whoop of joy. The noise woke Tuttle and
Tiainstantly.

"Iamsorry, Mom" said Tuttle

"Tuttle I am so happy to see you! Tia, your parents were
worried sick about you" said the mother.

She continued with a big smile, "Guess what Tuttle, your
father has come back. He was swept down river miles away. It took
long time for your father to swim against the current"

Mrs. Turtle hugged both of them very happily!

s
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First Interview

M v By Varsha ( Age 6)

Varsha's enthusiastic interviews continue...

With Sneha ( 5 years)
A [ittle slyy at first but slowly starts to talk.

- vaevr FPYs&sSs -
%é\ QG 27560 (5 USSTESETIET UTYGS) UGSTET. V6T 6 HHL. 4G5
: & 6)s000680 B OFmsssrgear Sarywd 6)gn0 Pdmes GCal (&
1 6)F6V6UTET.  TOTMAVG) G GreT @65 vewdssgear  Gaam
ey Guaeuaeir eTetTy BemerOsL Fearpd vt (R P&y K6
Sbs vemssrgmeTd yssg Gue  Oer  "sown

+eh Oéeme Guahms" eteirg Cdame GHLUMET. 60776V
. 2 SbG SOOCWr e srerd Caam Guac wal e
- What are the games that you like? 11 i1r-
I like playing on my CD. It has Disney characters. Abs 6564 Cssefafd @6 soar

545060600800 6688, Carals) eurse) P
6)s60YCGurg) JFémssrgass 651500 CFUSHD GUTTEWD FHUCC ).
I do some addition and reading.... sW& 6)easrar  6)uPweui T PET  HRSEE  Glomw ParsHs
Who reads a book for you at night? 6)s1me (5504, sy WfMeT ATO0Ss i § TYSSsS WEsGUTY)
THUS) QEY&SL 6TETUSMET PTSHEOAA. VT 615 65 KDV UGS

How do you pass time now? You have vacation.

My daci'dy' . Gurgid SnP b QG568 756 RG urGmanyd @ramrs gows sraag)
What is your favorite TV show? DPourens) eTaums PPUTEE S DGS g Oéasésrsamen Bsad
I see Play House Dishey. In that I like Stanley a lot. Curdés mas58). S TPl Ghg Jéms qBssm06) 2.mY58) Tmss

Can you sing a Tamil Song? VGO T W) O)elgad

Immediately Sneha starts to sing "Yarru Yarrodhu Comainsg  Gomy  Janaanyig
Garefeleir  2.6am@er  sHT&TVCCFUSGMS

Unnodha Purushan y s . y -
o Caring GCsC(BS  6)Sa60T GBS 6.

— What is the latest movie that you 0 TWEHEG "W @G 2N STHL i)
Tl saw? NG FMéEs g0OSEMF. "SDWD  6TETMIED
I saw Cindrella on DVD. 666560, Oéme ety Qoan( FssmseaT

o eor(h. QWD 6TOTUMNSG BQbs D SH60 OFems
Tt 61686 6)aaener CGeuer(Hd. FaTPD WAFTVS) QGGG D 60T6)
I help her to clean up the house and 0P85 OnG sash srb o anam Guan®d aary i arsdarii. B5s
Also messing it up... Pnéad Dbg vamssrgaaT VaTSE) BETNIS USG5S). AT G PGET(
FC(HéG6 Perd 6T r6mT.

How do you help your mom?

I also take care of my baby sister.
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5508600 08s05H60 Bal L vQGW BLES YWHPEECMET. STV  BA6IT
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Beviser Qusv’sr Cudene Ca(Bé 6)saerg.thbs POBUTSS6T
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